Sample Proclamation

National Crime Victims' Rights Week ceremonies often include proclamations from public officials—governors, mayors,
or county council presidents—to inspire the community, raise awareness of victims' rights, and address unmet needs.
Officials often hold public signings of these proclamations and invite sponsoring agencies and the local media to
attend. Increase the likelihood that they will issue a proclamation by providing them with a sample; they will appreciate
having an example to guide their own proclamations and public statements. Contact your officials well in advance of
National Crime Victims' Rights Week to invite them to speak at your ceremony or to issue a NCVRW proclamation.

National Crime Victims' Rights Week, April 2-8, 2017

Whereas, Americans are the victims of more than 20 million crimes each year, affecting individuals, and communities;

Whereas, Providing victims with knowledge of their rights and available services further strengthens their ability to
recover by restoring a sense of self-empowerment;

Whereas, A trauma-informed response to victims promotes healing and fosters strength in survivors;

Whereas, Unaddressed trauma from victimization weakens the resilience of victims and their communities, impeding
their ability to withstand future trauma;

Whereas, Victims who feel understood and supported are more likely to disclose their victimization, seek services,
and participate in the justice process;

Whereas, A multidisciplinary response, involving collaboration among victim service professionals, criminal justice
officials, legal professionals, medical and mental health providers, and community leaders is essential to
reach and serve all victims—especially those who are marginalized, have disabilities, or live in remote loca-
tions;

Whereas, Strengthening the multidisciplinary response—bringing diverse skills, perspectives, and understandings
together in the service of victims—also serves to build the resilience of those responders, by strengthening
the confidence in their roles, abilities, and sense of contribution;

Whereas, National Crime Victims' Rights Week, April 2-8, 2017, provides an opportunity to recommit to ensuring that
all victims of crime—especially those who are challenging to reach or serve—are afforded their rights and
receive a trauma-informed response; and

Whereas, [Your organization]is hereby dedicated to strengthening victims and survivors in the aftermath of crime,
building resilience in our communities and our victim responders, and working for justice for all victims and
survivors.

Now, therefore, |, as [Governor/County Executive/Mayor, Other Title] of

do hereby proclaim the week of April 2-8, 2017, as

Crime Victims' Rights Week

And reaffirm this [City/County/Parish/State/Tribe’s] commitment to creating a victim service and criminal justice re-
sponse that assists all victims of crime during Crime Victims’ Rights Week and throughout the year; and to express our
sincere gratitude and appreciation for those community members, victim service providers, and criminal justice profes-
sionals who are committed to improving our response to all victims of crime so that they may find relevant assistance,
support, justice, and peace.

[Signature]
[Date] %
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